[Analysis of the chromosome number in cells by flow cytometry].
A new flow-cytometric method is described that permits analysis of the number of chromosomes of individual cells. Preliminary stained mitotic cells are passed through a specially designed flow chamber in which they are destroyed just before passing through the focused laser beam of the flow cytometer. Signals from chromosomes of the destroyed cells are counted, and the results are represented as a distribution of the number of chromosomes in the cells. The method may be applied for the detection of relatively rare cells with abnormal numbers of chromosomes in biological and clinical research.